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Hello Ladies,  

 

I hope that ye had a great school tour and enjoyed the camping activities even 

if the rain might have kept you inside.  

 

I love going on holidays and most of the time it’s getting on a plane and going to 

another country but for the last few years I have been spending time in Ireland 

because we have some beautiful places all around Ireland. Now like today 

sometimes the weather isn’t great but all you need is to bring a raincoat.  

 

My first camping trip was in my Granny’s back garden. I have three brothers 

and our dad bought us a tent. We thought it was the best thing ever, in the 

morning we could go into the house and bring our breakfast outside. We used to 

build lots of camps in the house too using sheets and cushions and on the farm 

we had space for building our own camp in the trees.  

 

This is my tent that I use now when I’m going 

away for a good few days; it takes a while to 

set up. This was my first time setting it up a 

few years ago in Galway and it stayed up! As 

you can see there is not a lot of sunshine but 

lots of beaches around us. I will tell you that 

yes we needed the raincoats!! 

Another year we camped beside a river in Leitrim and had lovely sunshine for 

the week.  

But I want to tell you all about last year because I think it might give you a 

laugh and we all need some funny stories these days.  

 

Last year we went camping to Co. Cork, to a place called Ballylickey near Bantry. 

The reason we were there is one of my brothers was cycling all the way from 
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Malin Head to Mizen Head (have a look at map of Ireland) and I wanted to be at 

the end to cheer him on and say well done. It took him from Monday morning 

until Friday morning; my other brother joined him for the cycle on the last day.  

So off I went to Cork, and we arrived at this lovely campsite. Girls, a lot of 

camping lessons were learned on this trip!! So when we arrived we should have 

looked for a sheltered spot but we didn’t. There was a lovely spot looking over 

the sea and I love being beside the sea. There was another tent there and we 

thought if they are there it will be fine.  

 

Lesson 1- Don’t do something just because someone else is doing it.  

 

 

Here it is a night time, lovely and close to the sea, very 

relaxing listening to the waves and then the wind started 

and tents are very noisy when it is windy. The next day it 

was a bit calmer and we talked about moving to a more 

sheltered spot but we didn’t.  

 

Lesson 2-Always set up your tent in a sheltered spot.  

 

We had a lovely day touring around the Bantry area, looking at waterfalls and 

hiking, lovely fresh fish and chips for dinner.  

 
 

And then that night the fun started, it got really, really, really windy. So windy 

that the poles in the tent are usually up tall enough so you can stand up inside 

the tent were now bending to the ground. And the noise of the tent flapping 

was pretty loud and then…..snap!! Two poles broke and the tent started to 

collapse down. So out we went with our duvet to the car in the middle of a 

storm, pouring rain and wind and spent the rest of the night in the car.  
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Now remember we were down to meet my two brothers at Mizen head so as 

soon as it was bright we had to take down the tent, one section was still 

standing but all the rain was now a puddle on the floor inside and everything was 

soaked. So we took it all out and took the tent down and it started to pour rain 

again. Soaked again.  I wasn’t too bothered about the rain but I was thinking 

this wasn’t the best cycling weather, eventually we set off for Mizen head. I 

really wasn’t a good cycling day.  

 

Lesson 3: Be prepared for all sorts of weather.  

 

Now you might be thinking that this was a disaster holiday 

but not at all. After this picture was taken the sun came 

out, we all had breakfast in the camper van and went back 

to Bantry for the day and we had a great time.  

We ended up coming back to Dublin early as our tent needed 

fixing and we ended up meeting up with friends from 

Wexford who were up for the All Ireland Hurling Final.  

Lesson 4: Look for the silver linings.  

 

So ladies I hope that your camping went better than mine last year. We have 

the tent fixed and ready to go again this summer when the government allow 

travel, and hopefully we will get some sunshine this summer.  

 

Active Week starts on Monday have a great week. Be Happy and Be Active this 

week.  

 

V. Ferguson 

 


