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Dear Parents/Guardians,  

I wrote the letter below earlier on today and have just watched the update 

from Leo Varadkar where he announced that schools would remain closed until 

September. I was hoping that we may have got back in June but that may have 

being wishful thinking. St Brigid’s will remain closed until the news school year 

20/21. I hope the changes set out in the letter below helps during the coming 

two months. Please continue to contact the school with any issues and we will 

continue to find our way through this difficult time.   

I hope that you are all well. Thanks to those who sent pictures in for the 

website, great to see some of the work. Please can I encourage you to send 

more in.  

Thanks to the parents who have emailed over the past week, it’s so helpful to 

get an insight into how things are going at home and the difficulties of the 

current situation. As they say: “A problem shared is a problem solved!” I’m not 

saying I have the solution to all problems but we can certainly try and work 

them out together.  

Some parents have been asking about whether we plan to use Zoom and the 

answer is no we’re not. When we realised that this situation would continue for 

some time, the staff St Brigid's consulted with parents through the Parents 

association and made the decision to use text a parent and the website only. 

We discussed zoom and other online platforms but we felt that they were not 

the path we are going to go down for a number of reasons, a few listed below.   

St Brigid's does not have parent emails on file due to GDPR so it would be 

extremely difficult to set up remotely. Zoom classes are more suited to 
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secondary school students than primary students as young children would find 

it difficult to manage. There have been security issues with zoom and online 

classes being hacked and children exposed to inappropriate content. 

Having said all this I realise that some parents are struggling to keep the 

children motivated so the staff wants to offer extra support without putting 

additional pressure on parents. I cannot stress that last line enough….’no 

additional pressure’. 

We are currently setting up individual class emails so parents, if they wish and 

only if they wish, can send a sample of work completed to the teacher and the 

teacher can give feedback. This can just be a picture of one page of work but it 

might help if your daughter is not motivated and you feel if the work was sent 

to teacher it might help. This is not mandatory. I am very aware that in some 

families it is a struggle to find the time for the work; this is not a check up on 

how much you are going but a support. I have said from the beginning every 

family situation is different and you must do what is right for your family.  

So if you feel like you would like to contact the class teacher, you will be sent 

email details through Aladdin next week, I’m going to ask everyone to follow 

some ground rules to keep the communication in a professional capacity.  

1. Email’s to come from parent/guardian email address not a child’s. This is 

very important.  

2. Emails will be answered during school hours and replies may not be instant.  

3. Class emails will be used for duration of school closure for 19/20.  

4. Please keep emails positive and polite, we are all in this together.  

5. Any questions about school issues should be sent to school email, they will 

not be answered by individual teacher.  

I hope this will be helpful, please continue to send queries and concerns into 

school email or phone. It’s the only way we can know where changes are 

needed.  

This has become quite a long letter so I’ll finish off with a couple of sites 

you may find helpful. An illustrated book to explain Coronavirus to children 

Explaining coronavirus, illustrator is Alex Scheffler, famous for The 

https://nosycrow.com/blog/released-today-free-information-book-explaining-coronavirus-children-illustrated-gruffalo-illustrator-axel-scheffler/
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Gruffalo books. For some ideas for mental health, exercise, gardening, 

healthy recipes go to Together Campaign. And finally details of two art 

competitions for the girls, Draw our Heroes and Book Review.  

I hope you all have a lovely bank holiday weekend, stay safe and talk soon.  

V. Ferguson 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/together/
https://drawourheroes.ie/
https://sway.office.com/EIlXxldOBqN9bFaa?ref=email&loc=play

