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Dear Parents/Guardians,  

 

Firstly can I say a huge welcome back to everyone. We are all delighted to be 

back in the school building and to hear the children’s voices once more. 

Regardless of anything else this is school life as it should be. Classrooms and 

yards filled with children, children with their friends, teachers with their 

classes.  

 

I want to welcome all our lovely new Junior Infants. I was delighted to meet 

them all on Tuesday and I hope they have a great eight years in St Brigid’s. We 

are delighted to welcome Ms Ryan, Ms Nevin, Ms Ward and Ms Niland to the 

teaching team in St. Brigid’s GNS. 

 

A lot of work went into making this happen so I would like to extend my thanks 

to Ms A. O’Shea, the Board of Management, the Parent’s Association, the In 

School Management Team and all who were involved with the planning and 

procedures to ensure that we were able to open safely. Thanks also to 

Moriarty’s Supervalu who donated 1000 bags for life for us to store our coats 

and books in. If I have forgotten to mention anyone…a special thank you to you 

all.  

 

It takes time for all these routines to become part of daily life so I would ask 

everyone to be patient. The layout of our school grounds has meant that we 

have staggered times for entry and exit to schools and various entry points. I 

would ask the parents who are dropping the children to school for the 9.00am 

start time to be conscious that that gate is very narrow and everyone needs to 

step back to allow the children to enter. There is no need to wait outside the 

school until the children go in as was the case last year. The children will always 

be supervised by at least one teacher from 8.45 and so you can see your child 
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enter into the school yard and leave. I am asking for this to avoid having a 

crowd of people outside the school grounds.  

 

We want to avoid groups/crowds of people to reduce the chance of infection 

being passed from one to the other. Again I would ask that parent’s coming to 

school to drop off and collect children would wear a face mask. I’m asking this 

so that we can reduce all risk of infection and that we can continue into the new 

school year knowing that we are all doing our best to protect each other, and by 

doing so, protect the school and the whole school community.  

 

The School Calendar for 2020/2021 is available to view on the school website 

www.stbrigidspalmerstown.com. Please note that the school calendar may be 

subject to change in exceptional circumstances. 

 

As a staff we made the decision to have no form of homework for the first two 

weeks. This decision was made to allow the children to settle into school life 

and the new routines. In the coming weeks we will be using an app called Seesaw 

for Junior-2nd and Google Classroom for 3rd-6th for some aspects of homework. 

This will be done slowly to allow all to get used to using the technology.  

 

I hope that everyone is as delighted to be back as we are. I understand there 

are concerns about going back to school but be assured that we have the proper 

procedures in place to reduce the risk of infection. The health and wellbeing of 

all children is at the centre of our focus at the moment.  

 

Just to remind you all of the situations where children should not attend school 

as per HSE guidelines. HSE Guidelines 

Do not send your child to school or childcare if any of the following is true. 

Your child has: 

 a temperature of 38 degrees Celsius or more 

 any other common symptoms of coronavirus - a new cough, loss or changed 

sense of taste or smell, or shortness of breath 

 been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for 

coronavirus 

 been living with someone who is unwell and may have coronavirus 

 an existing breathing condition that has recently got worse 

or 
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 Children who have travelled from countries not on the Green List should 

not attend school during the 14-day self-isolation period 

You will need to: 

1. Isolate your child - this means keeping them at home and completely 

avoiding contact with other people, as much as possible. Read advice on 

self-isolation 

2. Phone your GP - they will advise you if your child needs a coronavirus test. 

3. Everyone that your child lives with should also restrict their movements, 

at least until your child gets a diagnosis from their GP or a coronavirus 

test result. This means not going to school, childcare or work. 

4. Treat your child at home for their symptoms. 

 

 

I would ask that everyone follows this advice as it is the only way we can keep 

the school, as a whole, safe. We need to all adhere to the advice and keep the 

children home when necessary. Thanks already to the various parents who have 

done exactly that in the few days since we have returned to school.  

 

I want to wish the girls the best of luck in the year ahead and we will find a  

way to ensure that we have plenty of fun and plenty celebrations during the 

school year.  

 

A special mention to all the 3rd class who are making their First Holy Communion 

over the next three Saturday’s. Unfortunately with number restrictions as well 

as taking care to restrict the movement of staff we won’t be attending the 

ceremonies. There will also be no communion breakfasts or photograph’s taken 

in school. However we are going to ask the girls, if they wish, to bring in a photo 

of the day, after the three Saturday’s, and we are going to display them in the 

hall so everyone can get a chance to see the girls. The teachers will let them 

know when this is happening.  

 

On that note I hope that everyone enjoys the weekend and are ready for week 

2 of our school year.  

 

Valerie Ferguson 

Acting Principal 
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