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A note from the Principal…….. 
 

With only two days left until Christmas eve I 

hope the preparations are well and truly 

underway. I think both the staff and the pupils  

are all certainly ready for the holidays and a 

well earned break.  

 

The run up to Christmas may have been a little 

bit quiter than other years but there was 

certainly still lots going on in the school and in 

the classrooms. The corridors were filled with 

Christmas displays and the classroom walls 

with samples of poems, stories and puzzles. 

 

We were also delighted to welcome into our 

school, a new school pet. Jingle the Reindeer.  

Thank you so much to the Finnerty family for 

this beautiful creation, He will be a member of 

our school for a lot of Christmasses to come! 

 

 
  

Jingle was delighted with the fabulous array of 

Christmas jumpers on show today, it would 

brighten up the darkest of days. We will be 

delighted to be able to donate half of all moneys 

reaised to Pieta House. If you continue to read 

under this note you will learn all about our aim 

to achieve an Amber Flag this year and the 

fundraiser for Pieta house will be part of that 

effort.  

 

We also received another flag in the post in 

December, A beautiful white “Run a Mile” 

Flag which will be proudly displayed in fromt 

of our school. This was for all the classes who 

worked towards being able to run a mile last 

year. We started small around the oval and the 

school yards and continued around the parks 

when the lockdown kept us out of school. So to 

everyone who ran/ walked or crawled a mile 

..this one is for you. Hopefully classes will be 

back out running in the Springtime.  

 

When we come back to school it will be a new 

year, 2021 and with that comes new beginnings 

and a blank canvas on  which we can create our 

own path. It’s time for everyone to start looking 

forward to more positive times and we hope 

that the new year will bring only good things.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you 

all a very happy Christmas and the very best for 

2021.  

 

V. Neville, Acting Principal 
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Amber Flag Initiative…  

 
St. Brigid’s GNS is going to apply for the 

Amber Flag which is awarded by Pieta House 

to organisations in recognition of their efforts 

to create healthy inclusive environments that 

support mental well-being. 

The Amber Flag Initiative unites these groups 

in their efforts, working together towards a 

happier, healthier Ireland. It also aims to wipe 

out the discrimination and stigma associated 

with mental health issues. For further 

information:  (https://www.pieta.ie/how-we-

can-help/prevention-programmes/amber-flag-

initiative/).  

 

We are already doing so much to look after our 

mental well-being here in St Brigid’s e.g. 

Weaving Well Being, our monthly theme – I 

am kind/I am loved/I spread joy, positive 

affirmations, mindfulness/relaxation activities 

in classrooms, and our many physical activities 

such as GAA, the Daily Mile, yoga and Go 

Noodle. Our January 2021 affirmation will be 

‘I am talented’ 

 

As part of our application for the Amber Flag 

this year, half of the funds we raise on our 

Christmas Jumper Day will be in aid of Pieta 

House. We plan to set up an Amber Flag Project 

team, a Wellness Week in January and we are 

setting up an Amber Flag Noticeboard to 

showcase the children’s work on the theme of 

mental well-being. 

 

Ms Carroll  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Schools, Christmas 2020… 
 

As you are aware, we are starting to work for 

our 10th Green Flag for Global Citizenship 

Biodiversity and Food Production. The main 

emphasis this year is on Food Production. This 

means we will be planting vegetables in the 

spring. The organising body, An Taisce, have 

suggested crops that will ripen before the end 

of the year such as potatoes, lettuce, onions etc.  

so that we can have a class based harvest 

festival as all crops will not ripen at the same 

time. We are also being assigned a chef who 

will inform us how we can use our crops!  Due 

to Covid-19 restrictions, this year our Green 

Committee is made up of 3rd and 5th classes. 

Our Awareness survey was sent out on Google 

classroom to senior classes.  From the results 

we will make a whole school Action Plan. A 

shortened version will be carried out in junior 

classes. 

Mapping the school: Third and Fifth classes 

mapped our front yard, with the help of Michele 

Castiaux, the president of the Geology Society 

of Ireland, through a webinar.  

Thank You: We would also like to thank a 

very industrious Kelly family who made two 

wooden planters for us from recycled wood. If 

you can help in any way it would be gratefully 

accepted! We would like to thank our 

neighbouring Credit Union who very kindly 

provided generous funding. 

We would like to wish you all a very Safe 

Christmas this year and remember to recycle as 

much as possible! 

E. Casey (Green schools co-ordinator) 

 

https://www.pieta.ie/how-we-can-help/prevention-programmes/amber-flag-initiative/
https://www.pieta.ie/how-we-can-help/prevention-programmes/amber-flag-initiative/
https://www.pieta.ie/how-we-can-help/prevention-programmes/amber-flag-initiative/
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GAA… 

 

Thank you to Coach Peter who returned to St. 

Brigid’s GNS in September. Our junior classes 

are being put through their paces while 

adhering to all Covid restrictions. The sessions 

are taking place outside and the girls are having 

lots of fun and learning new skills.  

 

Unfortunately this year we have not been able 

to train our school football and camogie teams 

due to COVID-19 restrictions. I have missed 

our sessions so much and I hope that we will be 

able to return training again in 2021. However, 

we will have to be patient and wait until it is 

safe for us to do so. In the meantime girls, keep 

practicing! 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year! 

D. Mullins 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross Care Food Drive……… 

 

We would like to thank everyone who donated 

food to our annual Christmas food drive for 

Cross Care. The fantastic response we had was 

heart-warming and we know that the food will 

be distributed by Cross Care to the families 

who are most in need this Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

 

Parent’s 

Association……. 

 

A very BIG thank you to our great Parents 

Association for the lovely Christmas gifts the 

girls received last Friday. It was very thoughful 

and the girls were delighted with their presents.  

The girls want to say thank you to all the 

parents. 

 

 

 

Junior Infants Christmas Play…… 

Ms. Dolan and Ms. Connolly's Junior Infants 

have been busy preparing for their Christmas 

plays. Ms. Connolly's class will be performing 

'Elves on Strike' while Ms. Dolan's class are 

doing 'What A Star'.  

 

We have also been learning Christmas songs 

too to go with our plays like Bualadh Bos, We 

Wish You a Merry Christmas and Santa Claus 

is Coming to Town.  

 

We have been doing lots of Christmas activities 

too like making Christmas trees, snowmen and 

elves, stars and robins made out of paper 

plates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Christmas from Junior Infants. 

 

A. Dolan & G. Connolly 
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Science Update… 

 

The girls in St Brigid’s love doing their science 

experiments and enjoy working as scientists.  

 

Although this year, we could not have our 

annual science fair, the girls had great fun in 

their classes doing lots of fun experiments.  

 

I am pleased to inform the girls that we received 

our Discover Primary Science Plaque for the 

last academic year and will hopefully achieve 

the same this year. 

 

We have 15 plaques now which is a credit to all 

the girls in our school and their hard work. 

 
School Closing / Opening times… 

 

School will close on Tuesday 22nd December 

at 1.30pm for Junior and Senior Infants and 

2.30pm for all other classes. 

Please ensure your daughter is collected on 

time. 

School re-opens Wednesday 6th January 

2021.  

 
Santa visits St Brigid’s G.N.S.  

 

Finally, a gigantic St. Brigid’s THANK YOU 

to Santa who took time from his busy schedule 

to call in and visit the girls yesterday. We wish 

him a happy & safe Christmas. 
 

 

 
Merry Christmas & all the best for 2021!  

from the Student council.  
 

Hi everyone, this is just a quick update on what 

we have been up to recently on the Student 

Council. So as you may know, to keep us all 

safe, we can't come around to everyone's 

classrooms to see you all. However we will be 

putting together some videos to present to you 

instead!  

 

We'd just like to let you know that elections 

took place last week and four new 5th class 

girls have joined the Student Council, so 

congratulations to Meghan, Daisy, Sharon and 

Neha!  

 

If you ever have a suggestion or an idea and see 

these girls, you should let them know (as long 

as you still keep your distance). And girls, even 

though things are slightly different this year, we 

are still trying our best to make you enjoy this 

school year, even with the restrictions. 

 

Bye for now! 

 

Ava H, 6th Class 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


