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25th September 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Well done everybody, we have made it to the last Friday in September in one piece. Thanks 

again to everyone for rowing in behind the school and following the procedures in the 

mornings and evenings and when your child is unwell. I hope the letter on Wednesday 

clarified some aspects of the procedures around if  a child is unwell but if  you have any 

question please do not hesitate to contact the school either by telephone or email and we will 

get back to you as soon as is possible. Apologies in advance for the long letter but there is a 

lot to cover! 

 

September is seen in the teaching world as one of the toughest months, getting everything 

set up in the new classroom, getting to know a class of new girls and this September had 

additional challenges. So I want to take a moment to thank the staff of St Brigid’s for 

ensuring that the children are happy, safe and enjoying school life, regardless of all that is 

going on. We all agree that it is fantastic to have the children back in school and we are 

working to ensure that this year will have plenty fun times and lots of learning. It will take 

time to get used to using Seesaw and Google classroom and remember this is all new to the 

staff too so please be patient.  

 

I hope at this stage that everyone has downloaded the Aladdin app and that it is working well 

for you. Make sure you add reasons for absences each time your child is out of school. Also if 

everyone can check that notifications are allowed on the app this will ensure you get all notes 

and messages from the school. Notes will also be placed on the website.  

 

I have received a lot of queries from parents about attendance. In light of all the new 

guidelines from the HSE about not sending your child to school for 48 hours if generally 

unwell and if a child/family has to self-isolate.  This year our top priority is everyone’s 

health. While it is accepted that there is a direct link between school attendance and pupil 

progress we must make exceptions this year. We thank you all for erring on the side of 

caution -keeping children home who are unwell, getting GP advice when the symptoms are on 

the Covid 19 list and observing all the guidelines around isolation etc.  
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It will mean attendance figures may be low and your child may miss more time from school. 

However if we manage to keep the school open and keep each other well we are doing the 

right thing. Our attendance initiative will be put on hold this year. We will not be issuing 

certificates/prizes for attendance but please do keep up punctuality. Please keep letting us 

know details of all absences by using the Aladdin app or by emailing the school and thank you 

for following the protocols. 

 

The school is obliged, by law, to inform Túsla when a pupil is absent for total of 20 school 

days in one school year. Obviously the whole idea is to miss as little time as possible. As a 

school we have to fill in the category of absence when informing Túsla, therefore it is 

essential that every absence is explained. Please note if absences are Covid 19-related (we 

will have all your emails/ Aladdin records) and this will be indicated to Túsla. 

 

This year we will be unable to hold some of our big fundraisers such as the Witches 

Walk/Christmas Raffle/Bake Sale so we will be running smaller initiatives each month, 

beginning in October. Over the next week the children are going to design a Christmas Card 

(in October, I know!!) and parents/guardians will receive an order form in late October/early 

November and you will be given the opportunity to order packets of Christmas cards, if you 

wish. More information will follow about this at a later stage.  

 

I have sent a number of texts at his stage to ask parents/guardians to wear a face covering 

when collecting and dropping off at school. The children have also designed posters. 

Unfortunately quite a number of parents/guardians are choosing to ignore this request. I can 

only ask you do this. If not for the school, then do it for your own daughter. The reason I am 

asking is to protect the school community. The reality is if there is one person outside the 

school with the virus it will be spread quickly to others; it will then come into the school and 

be spread to the staff and the children. All our efforts to reopen and keep the school open 

will be destroyed and the school may close again. So I ask again that those who are currently 

not wearing face coverings to change your attitude. We can only do so much to keep the 

school open; I need you to do your bit. To those that are wearing face masks, thank you.  

 

The weather has got colder over the past week and will continue to do so as we approach 

winter. Windows will be opened for ventilation in the classrooms throughout the winter. 

Heating will be turned on as it normally would. Please ensure your daughter has a good coat as 

we will strive to be out on yard at break times as much as possible. Children will not be 

permitted to wear their coats in the classrooms as they are needed for extra for yard time.  
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However, I would suggest that the children would wear long sleeved tops/ extra vests and t-

shirts inside their uniform. The children will also be permitted to have an extra navy, non-

branded jumper/zip up top that can be kept in the classroom and worn when needed.  

 

To finish on a positive note we are focusing on the wellbeing of the children in school. Again 

this year we will choose a positive affirmation/ task and work on it for the month. We will 

put it up on the website next Friday and it might be something you would like to practice at 

home too. Make sure that you are looking after your own mental health and wellbeing too. It 

has been a difficult time for all and while we are learning to live alongside Covid we all need 

to take the time and space to ensure that we are looking after ourselves. We could all do 

with remembering “No one is perfect - that’s why pencils have erasers.” 

 

Have a lovely weekend everyone.  

 

V. Ferguson.  

 

 

 


