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22/09/2021 

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

On behalf of all the staff and Management of St. Brigid’s GNS, I would like to welcome you 

and your daughter(s) to St. Brigid’s GNS for 2021/2022. Whether you are familiar with the 

school or experiencing it for the first time, we sincerely hope that your daughter’s time with 

us will be both enjoyable and fulfilling. As Principal, I am delighted to be back in St. Brigid’s 

GNS following my period of leave and am looking forward to working collaboratively with 

all in the school community of St. Brigid’s GNS to make 2021-2022 a successful year. I have 

included some important information below for your attention. 
 

 The School Calendar for 2021/2022 is available to view on the school website 

www.stbrigidspalmerstown.com. Please note that the school calendar may be subject 

to change in exceptional circumstances. 
 

 We are opening up the Student Menu on the Aladdin Connect App from Thursday 

23rd until Wednesday 29
th

 September 2021 to all registered Aladdin Connect users in 

our school.  This means that during these seven days you will be able to check the 

contact details we have in relation to your daughter, including Phone Numbers, Home 

Address, Email Address and Emergency Contacts, to ensure that they are correct and 

up to date.  It also provides you with the opportunity to make any changes to contact 

details or emergency contacts if you wish. It is very important that we have up to date 

information, including phone numbers for all Parents/Guardians of girls attending St. 

Brigid’s GNS. Please note, as a school we will be moving to email messaging as 

our primary source of communication with parents and guardians going 

forward, therefore we ask you to ensure that we have a valid email address recorded 

for you, and if not that you carefully input one into the Student Menu at this time. 

To view and make changes to the Student Menu of the Aladdin App please do the  

following: 

- On the Home Page of the Aladdin Connect App click on the Students Name. 

- This will bring you to the Student Menu. 

- Review the Contact Details, including Emergency Contacts to ensure that they are 

up to date and correct, and confirm that a valid email address is recorded under 

the email option. 

- Click on Edit (highlighted in blue) to make any changes or to add any additional 

details. 

When you have completed your review and made any necessary changes, please click   

Save at the bottom of the page. 
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 We appreciate that the start of a school year is an expensive time of year for families 

and are grateful to the high number of Parents/Guardians that paid the booklist costs 

promptly this year. Prompt payment enables the school to ensure that appropriate 

resources are purchased for the children to use in class. Similarly it is our aim to 

expand the book rental scheme as often as possible so that it offers the best value for 

Parents/Guardians each year. In order for this to be successful, it is important that all 

families pay the booklist costs for their daughters. Parents/ Guardians who have yet to 

pay for their daughter’s booklist costs are asked to make payment through Aladdin as 

soon as possible. To make payment, parents/guardians can open the Aladdin App, 

homepage and then e-payments. Any outstanding booklist costs for your daughter can 

be viewed and paid for in the e-payments section. We thank you for your cooperation 

on this matter. 
 

 Every school is obliged to keep a detailed record of each child’s attendance. In St. 

Brigid’s GNS we use Aladdin to document every child’s absences. Should your 

daughter be absent for any reason, Parents/Guardians are asked to complete the reason 

for absence through Aladdin. Parents/Guardians can visit the Aladdin App, 

homepage, attendance and then notes. This section allows you to submit the days of 

your daughter’s absence while also giving you the opportunity to include a reason for 

the absence. If your daughter has been deemed as a close contact by the HSE Public 

Health or is restricting her movements or self-isolating due to Covid 19, please click 

on other for the reason of absence and fill in close contact, or self -isolating awaiting 

Covid 19 test results etc. as the reason for your daughter’s absence.  Similarly, if your 

daughter is late to school or if you need to collect your daughter early from school, 

Parents/Guardians are asked to let us know through the Aladdin App using the notes 

section as mentioned above. If you are experiencing any difficulties with this matter, 

please contact Ms Maloney on 01 6265431. 
 

 You may be aware that there have been some positive COVID 19 cases in our school 

since we reopened on the 26
th

 August 2021. If your child develops any symptoms at 

all, please keep her at home, err on the side of caution. When the school is notified by 

a parent of a positive case of Covid 19, it is reported to the HSE.  Public Health then 

get in touch with the school to initiate the process of contact tracing. However, the 

current wait time for a Public Health/HSE call back is at least 24 hours and sometimes 

significantly longer. I am therefore urging you to get in touch with the school 

immediately if your child has received a positive COVID result. If a child becomes 

symptomatic during the school day, we will contact her Parents/Guardians 

immediately so that you can take your daughter home. We also ask that a return to 

school declaration is completed for any child that has been absent from school 

including absences due to Covid 19. The back to school declaration can be accessed 

through the Aladdin system. We really appreciate everyone in the school community 

cooperating with us on this matter as it helps us to keep the classes in St. Brigid’s 

GNS open and safe for all of the girls attending our school.     

Yours sincerely, 

Aideen O’Shea 

Principal 


